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knowledge issues?knowledge claims?

What is perception?

How can we trust our senses?

How reliable are our senses?
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To what extent do our senses 
give us knowledge of  the world as it really is?

How can perception mislead us from the truth?



If you had to give up one of your senses, 
which one would you give up and why?
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If you had to give up one of your senses, 
which one would you give up and why?

Results of the class:

Hearing - 

Touch - 

Seeing - 

Smell - 

Taste - 



Perspectives

Perspectives that emerge 
from a range of  
situations - 
Examples: e.g. the loss of  
1 or 2 senses, gender, 
race, religion, …

Theories of  reality

Theory of  Knowledge - Course Companion
by E. Dombrowski et al.



Links to Other AOK

What is the role of  sense 
perception in the various 
areas of  knowledge, for 
example, history or ethics?

Does sense perception 
perform fundamentally 
distinct functions in the arts 
and the sciences?
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Links to Other WOK

What is the role of  
language and culture in 
the perceptual process?

What is the more 
reliable WOK? Reason 
or sense perception?
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At the conclusion of the 
unit you will be able to...

Understand that perception is filtered through 
one’s brain and one’s experiences (Subjectivity and 
perception)

Distinguish when the senses are not reliable 

Understand the implications that perception has on 
views of  the world

Discuss the link between perception and reality


