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knowledge issues?knowledge claims?

What makes something a piece of art? Who 
Decides?

Is it possible to be objective about art?

TO WHAT EXTENT DO THE ARTS HELP US TO 
SEE THE WORLD WITH NEW EYES?

Is art a culturally based activity?

What is Truth in the Arts?

Should any art be censored?



Perspectives

Is there a science to evaluating art?

Can we approach the arts unemotionally?

Is reason irrelevant to the arts?

http://www.saatchi-gallery.co.uk/blogon/upload/2009/09/
damien_hirst_death_explained.jpg, March 18, 2010

Can we trust our 
perception of works 
of art?

Are all judgements 
equally valid?



Links to Other AOK

History: Do judgments on works of art change over time?

HOW MUCH CAN WE LEARN ABOUT THE PAST FROM THE 
HISTORY OF ART?

Religion: HOW IS ARTISTIC CREATION SIMILAR TO AND 
DIFFERENT FROM DIVINE CREATION?

WHAT ROLE DOES CREATIVE IMAGINATION PLAY IN THE 
SCIENCES?

Ethics: What are the moral responsibilities of the 
artist?

http://www.ted.com/speakers/pilobolus.html, 
March 19, 2010



Links to Other WOK

Does literature teach us about the 
world?

IS ART THE LANGUAGE OF THE 
EMOTIONS?

WHAT ROLE DOES REASON PLAY IN 
THE ARTISTIC CREATION?

Is art a language?

http://www.divinefusions.com/images/034_SHOWEROFGRIEF_24x30_09_.jpg, March 19, 2010



At the conclusion of the unit 
you will be able to know...

What art is and why

The basic criteria used to 
evaluate works of art

That art is subjective but not 
all judgements are necessarily 
equally valid.

That art raises many questions 
but also answers some.

That art, like other AOK relies 
on perception and 
interpretation of data.

http://i145.photobucket.com/albums/r234/tonyrenner/
art_has_truth_400.jpg, March 19, 2010


